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explained, that the nation may not mistake our indulgence for cruelty, nor consider their benefactors as their persecutors. If therefore this Bill be considered and amended (for why else should it be considered ?) in a Committee, I shall humbly propose, that it shall be introduced in this manner. " Whereas the designs " of the present Ministry, whatever they are, cannot " be executed without a great number of mercenaries, " which mercenaries cannot be hired without money; 11 and whereas the present disposition of this nation to "drunkenness inclines us to believe, that they will " pay more cheerfully for the undisturbed enjoyment "of distilled liquors, than for any other concession " that can be made by the Government; be it enacted, "by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, that no ''man shall hereafter be denied the right of being " drunk on the following conditions."
This, my Lords, to trifle no longer, is the proper preamble to this Bill, which contains only the conditions on which the people of this kingdom are to be allowed henceforward to riot in debauchery, in debauchery licensed by law, and countenanced by the magistrates. For there is no doubt but those, on whom the inventors of this tax shall confer authority, will be directed to assist their masters in their design to encourage the consumption of that liquor, from which such large revenues are expected, and to multiply without end those licences which are to pay a yearly tribute to the Crown.
By this unbounded licence, my Lords, that price will be lessened, from the increase of which the expectations of the efficacy of this law are pretended; for the number of retailers will lessen the value, as in